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Reduce, Reuse, & Recycle For Good
Recycling & Waste Reduction are Good for the Environment and the Economy

This fall, landfi ll rates will rise 
signifi cantly due to a large increase 
in State-collected taxes.  This means 
that the City of Milwaukee could pay 
an extra $2 million in garbage disposal 
fees.  “In these tough times, decreasing 
the amount of material that ultimately 
ends up in the landfi ll is something that 
everyone can do to help”, said Mayor 
Tom Barrett.

Milwaukee residents already recy-
cle about 50 million pounds of material 
each year, but an equal amount of recy-
clables are thrown away.   For each ton 
of recyclables that are sent to a landfi ll, 
the City pays disposal fees and loses 
the opportunity to gain revenue from 
the sale of those materials.  That’s rev-
enue that could help pay for essential 
services.  Recycling also supports jobs 
and provides a source of raw materials 
to manufacturers.  The more they can 
rely on recyclable materials as feed-
stock, the more money they can save 
on energy and raw material costs, re-
sulting in lower prices for consumers.  
“Now more than ever, it is important 
for all of us to work together to reduce, 
reuse, recycle, and compost as much as 
we can to control costs and limit solid 
waste fee increases” said Rick Mey-
ers, Recycling Specialist for the City 
of Milwaukee.  “Recycling and waste 
reduction conserve resources, save 
landfi ll space, help to prevent pollu-
tion, and they are also important for a 
healthy economy”, adds Meyers.  

Recycle more and don’t forget 
to reduce and reuse as much as pos-
sible!  Forego disposable and purchase 
durable, multiple-use products.  Be 
creative – fi nd ways to reuse items be-

fore throwing them out; buy products 
with minimal (and recyclable) packag-
ing; grind food waste in disposals and 
compost other kitchen scraps and yard 
waste at home.  Help a neighbor in 
need by donating usable items to char-

ity; Goodwill, The Salvation Army, 
and St. Vincent de Paul are just a few 
examples.  Use this and www.Milwau-
keeRecycles.com as guides for iden-
tifying opportunities to reduce, reuse, 
and recycle as much as possible!

Recycle For Good, Milwaukee!                  www.MilwaukeeRecycles.comwww.MilwaukeeRecycles.com

The Recycle For Good campaign made its debut last fall and has since made 
appearances in the papers; on the city’s recycling trucks; and even over the air-
waves – both radio and TV.  At the community level, neighborhood campaigns 
took the Recycle For Good message to community groups and residents.  The goal 
is to increase recycling throughout the city due to the many benefi ts it has for our 
environment, the economy, and our communities.  Recycling and waste reduction 
help to lower disposal costs, satisfy market demand for raw materials, conserve 
energy and natural resources, and reduce pollution.  Visit www.MilwaukeeRe-
cycles.com to fi nd out more, and to take the recycling pledge today!

Do my recyclables end up in the landfi ll 
with everything else?
A:A: No. All recyclable materials accepted 
in the program are sent to recycling mar-
kets.  It is only the non-accepted items that 
are sorted out and sent to a landfi ll.  When 
collection crews occasionally encounter a 
recycling cart with too much contamina-
tion (garbage or non-recyclables), they 
leave behind an orange tag and if not re-
sorted by the resident, a fi ne is issued and a 
garbage truck is sent to collect it instead.  

Why can’t Milwaukee recycle any other 
kinds of plastics, other than #1 & 2?
A:A:  Over 90% of household plastics are #1 
and #2, and those are the valuable grades 

for which there are many markets and 
strong demand.  The City of Milwaukee 
only accepts #1 (PETE) and #2 (HDPE) 
plastics primarily because there currently 
are no reliable landfi ll alternatives for 
plastics numbered 3-7.  

Can plastic bags be recycled?  What about 
bread bags and plastic packaging?
A:A: Plastic shopping bags can be recycled, 
but they should NOT be included with 
household recyclables because they be-
come tangled or wound in machinery at 
the recycling facility.  The machinery is 
engineered for sorting rigid container plas-
tics only.  Plastic bag recycling options are 
increasing.  A growing number of retail-
ers in Wisconsin, such as supermarkets, 
retail stores and dry cleaners, voluntarily 
accept plastic bags for recycling. In some 
of these locations, you may also be able to 
recycle other types of plastic bags and fi lm, 

so check with the retailer to fi nd out what 
is accepted.

The best option is to avoid using disposable 
shopping bags by instead using a reusable cloth 
bag or other reusable container.  Reuse is also 
a good choice as many consumers reuse plastic 
bags as trash liners or pet waste bags.  Find out 
more about plastic bag recycling by visiting the 
Wisconsin DNR website at www.dnr.state.wi.us 
- search for “plastic shopping bags”.

Why can’t I recycle broken glasses or other 
glass materials with my glass bottles and jars? 
A:A: The manufacturing of different glass 
products such as drinking glasses, window 
glass, and ceramics or china requires the 
addition of ingredients that are considered 
contaminants in the glass recycling pro-
cess.  Additionally, these items may dam-
age sorting equipment, which is engineered 
specifi cally for jars and containers.  
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The fee for landfi ll
disposal is around
$35 per ton whereas
the average value of
processed curbside
recyclables is $90
per ton.

-$35 PER TON

+$90 PER TON

*Commodity values fl uctuate.  
 The value above represents  
 a 6-year average.
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The Value of Recycling
IN COMPARING THE PER TON COST TO LANDFILL

VERSUS THE PER TON REVENUE FROM RECYCLING

Disposal costs have Disposal costs have 
increased significantly.  increased significantly.  
Let’s all pitch in to reduce Let’s all pitch in to reduce 
the amount of garbagethe amount of garbage  
Milwaukee sends to the landfi ll!Milwaukee sends to the landfi ll!  

See See “Reduce, Reuse, & Recycle “Reduce, Reuse, & Recycle 
For Good”For Good” for more details. for more details.
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Replacing those old, incandescent 
bulbs with compact fl uorescent 
lamps or CFLs saves money on 
electricity bills, helps to conserve 
resources, and reduces pollution.  
This is because CFLs require up to 
75% less energy, last up to 10 times 
longer, and can save $30 or more 
in energy costs over the bulb’s life

time when compared with the use of 
traditional incandescent bulbs.  What 
should you do in the event that they 
actually burn out?  Each CFL con-
tains a small amount of mercury (less 
than you’ll fi nd in a watch battery), so 
you should make sure to recycle your 
burnt out bulbs to avoid releasing 
that mercury into the environment.  
CFL use has become increasingly 
common and many local retailers ac-
cept these bulbs for recycling.  Visit 
www.focusonenergy.com, and select 
“Residential Programs” and “Light-
ing” for more information and to fi nd 
a recycler near you.  

Recycling Compact Fluorescent Lamps (CFLs)

Certain items, such as yard waste, hazardous waste and sharps may not be disposed of 
in your garbage cart.  Use this fact sheet as a guide for how and where to recycle or 
safely dispose of a long list of items. Still have questions?  Visit www.MilwaukeeRe-
cycles.com for more information including a list of donation resources.  

C I T Y  O F 

MILWAUKEE
DISPOSAL FACT SHEETDISPOSAL FACT SHEET
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The U.S. EPA 
estimates that 
Americans throw 
away over a quar-
ter of the food that 
we prepare each 
year, or 96 billion 
pounds!  Not only 
is this organic ma-
terial a resource 
that could be used 
to create compost, 
it is also made up of mostly water, mak-
ing it heavy and expensive to dispose of.  

Compost is a nutrient-rich soil 
amendment you can use to improve your 
lawn, garden, and houseplants.  Save time 
and money by reducing the need for fertil-
izer use and watering. Anyone can learn 
to compost, and it can be done year round 
– a compost pile or bin are common out-
door methods, and vermicomposting, or 
worm composting, can be done indoors 
during the winter and colder months.   

There are plenty of resources to help 
you get started.  Compost bins can be 
purchased from some area retailers or 
from Keep Greater Milwaukee Beautiful, 
which also offers composting workshops.  
Visit www.kgmb.org for information on 
bins and workshop dates.  For more infor-
mation on composting visit www.epa.gov 
and search for “compost”.

Home Composting -
Keeping a Resource 
From Going to Waste



Bring your Christmas tree 
to a Self-Help Center and it 
will be ground into mulch 
or made into compost!  Re-
move all decorations and 
wires fi rst.  Otherwise, you 
can dispose of your Christ-
mas tree by placing it at 
the curb if you have curb-
side garbage collection 
or alley if you have alley 
collection.
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Contact the DPW Call Center at (414) 286-CITY (2489) for all your
Environmental Services concerns.Thanks for keeping it Clean & Green! 
-Mayor Tom Barrett

RECYCLE FOR GOOD

• THANKSGIVING:  
 November 26-27, 2009

• CHRISTMAS: 
 December 24 & 25, 2009

   • NEW
   YEAR’S:
    December 31, 2009-  
    January 1, 2010

• MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY: 
 January 18, 2010

• GOOD FRIDAY: 
 April 2, 2010

NO GARBAGE OR RECYCLING COLLECTION ON THESE CITY HOLIDAYS:NO GARBAGE OR RECYCLING COLLECTION ON THESE CITY HOLIDAYS:

www.MilwaukeeRecycles.com

Leaves & Brush 2009
Leaves and brush are collected sepa-

rately from garbage and composted, con-
serving natural resources while saving 
the City money.  To request collection 
of brush piles from March through No-

vember, you must call 286-CITY (2489)
There is no brush collection during the
months of December, January or Febru-
ary.  The City will not pick up brush piles
that are larger than 4 cubic yards.   

Fall leaf collection begins October 19th. You mayFall leaf collection begins October 19th.  You may 
rake leaves into the street between October 1strake leaves into the street between October 1st 

and November 15thand November 15th

Garbage and recycling collection 
schedules will change in the winter due 
to the holidays and to the management 
of snow and ice by City crews.  Sched-
ule changes begin Monday, November 
30, 2009.

If you have curbside collection:
• Carts will be retrieved from yards
 during the winter months.  
• Extra items must still be placed 
 curbside for pick up. 
• Residents must clear snow and ice  
 to provide accessible path to carts.

If you have alley collection:
• Carts will continue to be serviced 
 at the alley line.

Note: There is a $50 charge for collec-
tion of trash piles larger than four cubic 
yards.  (For example, 6’x6’x3’.)

 Keep leaves away from storm 
 drains in the street

Keep piles away from sewer grates

 Place garden debris in leaf piles

 Do not put leaves in plastic bags

 Do not put brush in the street

 Do not put leaves in your 
 garbage carts

NO GARBAGE OR RECYCLING COLLECTION ON THESE CITY HOLIDAYS:Fall/Winter Garbage and Recycling Collection
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Christmas Trees

Do you recycle more than you can 
fi t in your recycling bin or cart?  Not 
sure what to do with a broken micro-
wave?  The City of Milwaukee op-
erates two Self Help Centers where 
Milwaukee residents can recycle and 
safely dispose of numerous items.  

They are located at: 
North side:  6660 N Industrial Rd 
South side:  3879 W Lincoln Ave

For hours and more information, please 
visit www.mpw.net/Pages/selfhelp.htm. 

Self Help Centers will be closed:  
Thanksgiving, Nov. 26; Christmas, Dec. 
24-25; New Year’s, Dec. 31-Jan. 1, 2010.                

Self-Help Centers Offer Convenient 
Recycling & Safe Disposal Options

ACCEPTED ITEMS 
RECYCLED
• Used motor oil and oil fi lters
• Used antifreeze 
• Automotive batteries 
• Computers (up to 10 components) 
• Appliances 
• Scrap metal 
• Tires (up to 5 passenger tires) 
• Corrugated cardboard 
• Concrete 
• Athletic shoes
• Recyclables (cans, jars and bottles  
 of metal, glass, and #1 & #2 
 plastics; newspaper, magazines,
 paperback & phonebooks, 
 paperboard, junk mail) 
COMPOSTED
• Brush   • Grass clippings
• Leaves and garden debris

LANDFILLED 
• Garbage   •  Old furniture 
•  Up to 2 yards of construction or 
  remodeling debris      

Proof of City of Milwaukee residency 
or property ownership is required.

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Dumping after hours 
is illegal and will result in a fi ne. 

This winter, look for changes to 
DPW’s electronics recycling program.  
Depending on proposed State legisla-
tion, the collection of computer elec-
tronics at the Self Help Centers will 
either be expanded or discontinued.  If 
the bill the recycling community sup-
ports passes, the program will be ex-
panded to include TVs and other items 
not currently accepted.  Check the 
DPW’s website in early 2010 for up-
dates on these program changes.

Electronics Collection -
A Turning Point

DPW held a one day electronics recycling collection event in March.  The event was 
sponsored by Samsung and was overwhelmingly successful, resulting in the collection 
of over 248,000 pounds of electronics.

Safe Disposal of Sharps
Do not place sharps such as nee-

dles, syringes, or lancets in the garbage 
or recycling carts!  Improper disposal 
of sharps poses a signifi cant health risk 
to sanitation workers or others who may 
come into contact with your garbage who 
could be stuck by contaminated nee-
dles.  Dispose of sharps by taking them 
to a registered sharps collection station.  

For 
more in-

formation on sharps 
and household disposal including a 
list of collection stations, visit http://
www.dnr.state.wi.us/ and search for 
“sharps”.


